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Review comments / 

Review date 

Drowning Competitors 1 3 3 All competitors must wear buoyancy 
aids. 
All competitors must be able to swim. 
Competition rules are to go in aid of 
any paddler in distress 
Race marshals stationed at each road 
bridge. 
Safety kayakers on water for any 
competitors not able to self-rescue 
Rules demand that boat is able to 
support swimmer. 
Race Manager, race marshals and 
rescue have mobile phones to contact 
emergency response if required. 

Race Briefing. 
 
Visual check by Race Marshals that all 
competitors wearing buoyancy aids. 
 
Pre event preparation 

Control methods continue to 
be effective. 

Drowning Race marshals 1 3 3 Any persons engaged in course set up 
around the water’s edge to wear 
buoyancy aid. 

None. Control methods continue to 
be effective. 

Drowning Spectators 1 3 3 No spectators not likely to be close to 
water’s edge. Site is open and visible 
to all spectators and race officials. 
Rescue rings available on riverbank. 

None. Control methods continue to 
be effective. 

Immersion 
Hypothermia 

Swimmers 2 3 6 Rescues to be conducted quickly by the 
rescue team/other competitors. First 
aider to have access to equipment to 
deal with initial onset of Hypothermia 
including first aid tent for shelter. 

None Control methods continue to 
be effective. 

Boat collision Competitors 2 2 4 The starter reserves the right to 
change the time intervals or pause 
the race to either allow for a rescue 
to be conducted or to avoid a 
potential collision. 

None Control methods continue to 
be effective. 

Boat collision Competitors and other 
river users 

2 2 4 York Boat notified prior to event. 
Competitors to assemble on river 
right prior to race and allow space 

Pre event preparation  
 
Race Briefing. 

Control methods continue to 
be effective. 
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for other users to pass. 
Competitors to ‘keep right,’ use the 
right-hand bridge arch for turning, be 
aware of other river users and observe 
rules of navigation. 
Alert competitors of congested start 
at Race Briefing. 
Advise slow starters to hang back. 

Competitors getting lost or 
going missing 

Competitors 2 1 2 Competitors to wear numbered race 
bibs. Marshals at all turns. 
Competitors to report to Registration if 
retired. 

None Control methods continue to 
be effective. 

Water born infection Competitors 1 3 3 Visual check for river pollution on 
day of event. 

Paddlers reminded of the 
importance of washing hands and 
showering at race briefing. 

Alcohol wipes and fresh water 
available at first aid for cuts and 
scratches. 

Race Briefing 
 

Control methods continue to 
be effective. 

Injury while unloading and 
loading boats 

Competitors, race marshals, 
spectators 

2 1 2 Plenty of time and space allowed for 
unloading boats. 
Provide access for vehicles to park 
close to river by opening gate into 
Butcher Terrace field 

Pre event preparation  
 

Control methods continue to 
be effective. 

Injury from cars, bikes, etc. Competitors, race marshals, 
spectators 

2 1 2 Registration located on grass away 
from public roads and footpaths. 
Race marshals to control arrival of 
competitors cars and parking. 
Display prominent public warning 
notices on cycle routes 

Pre event preparation Control methods continue to 
be effective. 

Slips, trips and falls on 
riverbanks 

Competitors, race 
marshals, spectators. 

3 2 6 Clear undergrowth: fix hand ropes 
and timber gang planks for safe 
entries & exits 

Pre event preparation Control methods continue 
to be effective 
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Race marshals will assist and direct 
competitors to bank entry points. 

Change of weather 
conditions change 

Competitors 2 1 2 Race Manager has authority to call 
for cancellation of race during lead 
up to the race and call abandonment 
if risk levels raise to unacceptable 
levels. 

None Control methods continue 
to be effective- 
 

Electric Shock Race officials 1 3 3 Use of electrical equipment limited 
to low voltage equipment. Battery 
packs and car chargers to provide 
power supplies. 

None Control methods continue 
to be effective 

Food Poisoning Race officials and 
competitors 

1 2 2 Notices will provide warning related 
to common allergies. 
BBQ food to be well cooked and 
good hygiene to be observed. 

None Control methods continue 
to be effective 

 
REVISION HISTORY 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Version Review/Issue Date Notes 
2015 11.05.15 Original issue 
2016 11.05.16  
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